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THE SURVEY

= From January through December 2005, 148 former Lake
Apopka farmworkers were interviewed.

W

WA S
Vv ‘?f R, )44

= Ninety-two percent (92%) said that they had been
exposed to pesticides in the workplace.

= Eighty-five percent (85%) feel that exposure to
pesticides has affected their health.

= Eighty-three (83%) feel that they are in “fair ” or
“poor ” health.



How People Feel About
Their Health condition

excellent health

good health
11%
poor health

32%

fair health
51%
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“"No one ever told the workers
what kind of pesticides and
the dangers we were exposed to.”



Most Common Diseases
and Sicknesses Reported

thriﬁs

Frequent sinus problems
Throat problems
Allergies

Rheumatism

Urinary urgency at night
Diabetes

Skin problems/recurrent
rashes

Overweight

Bladder urgency

70%

60%
58%
53%
49%
49%
47%

46%

46%

45%

Nervousness

A lot of coughing
Earaches/ear infections
Asthma

Sadness a lot
Uncontrollable anger

Poor memory
Acid reflux

Urinary tract/bladder
infections

Constipation

427,

L (0)7
39%
38%
38%
37%
36%

33%

31%

30%



Birth Defects

Had a child born o
with a birth defect 13%

Cleft palate _ 3%

Cleft lip 2%

adA| 2

Different shaped 4%
hands or fingers

Different shaped _ 4%
feet or toes

Other 3%

0% 2% 4% 6% 8% 10% 12% 14%

Percent of Families Affected



Had one or more 21%
problem
pregnancies

‘ I ‘

Complicated 14%
pregnancy
° Child died at 6%
1 (V)
dAL ™ childbirth |
Child died 6%

shortly after birth

miscarriage | 16

Other 3%

0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25%

Percent of Families Affected



"l do believe that my children
‘l‘ have the effects of the
chemicals In their systems.”




Children with Learning Disabilities

26%
Children with
A Learning
Disability

74%

Children without a

Learning Disability



Grandchildren with

Learning Disabilities

24%

Grandchildren
with Learning
Disabilities

Grandchildren
without Learning

Disabilities



What Do We Want?
+ N\
» Shorter waiting time for doctor’s 2
appointments

= Health care we can afford

= Specialists who can treat our diseases
= Help to pay for prescription medicines
= Testing to find out what makes us sick

» Help with transportation to the clinic




+What Else Do We Need?

= Soil testing
= AIr testing
= Water testing

» Clean up of pollution
* No more pollution in QUr

neighborhoods




JrWhat Else Would Help?

* Meetings with leaders to answer our
questions and to hear our complaints

= Education and information about our
health and the health of our
community

« Agreements with leaders to take g
concerns seriously and to take posijis
action “d




women, and families who
worked in the fields
and packinghouses

on Lake Apopka.

Thank You!




